
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6581 September 21, 2021 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 334, Jessica 
Lewis, of Ohio, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of State (Political-Military Affairs). 

Charles E. Schumer, Robert Menendez, 
Patrick J. Leahy, Patty Murray, Maria 
Cantwell, Sheldon Whitehouse, Brian 
Schatz, Debbie Stabenow, Catherine 
Cortez Masto, Christopher A. Coons, 
Ron Wyden, Margaret Wood Hassan, 
Edward J. Markey, Benjamin L. 
Cardin, Richard J. Durbin, Tina Smith, 
Elizabeth Warren, Angus S. King, Jr. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls for the cloture 
motions filed today, September 21, be 
waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to legislative session for a 
period of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. CASSIDY. Madam President, I 
would have voted no on the confirma-
tion of Veronica S. Rossman to be a 
United States Circuit judge for the 
Tenth Circuit. 

f 

HONORING SSG RYAN KNAUSS 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Presi-
dent, it is my honor to pay tribute 
today to a fellow Tennessean who made 
the ultimate sacrifice for his country. 

On August 26, 2021, at approximately 
9:30 am Eastern Standard Time, an 
ISIS-K terrorist murdered 13 American 
servicemembers in a suicide attack on 
the Abbey Gate leading into Hamid 
Karzai International Airport in Kabul, 
Afghanistan. 

Among the fallen was Corryton na-
tive SSG Ryan Knauss. Ryan served 
with the Army’s 9th Battalion, 8th 
Psychological Operations Group (Air-
borne), which put him directly in the 
heart of Afghan communities. His job 
was to build relationships with the peo-
ple he met there, and by all accounts, 
he succeeded with uncommon skill, 
empathy, and compassion. It was dan-
gerous work, but Ryan understood its 
importance. As his widow Alena re-
cently told a Knoxville newspaper, 
‘‘When he spoke of the people of Af-
ghanistan, all he saw were people that 

needed help. They were below no one in 
his eyes, not even Americans. He told 
me that all he saw were people of a dif-
ferent culture who deserved to be OK.’’ 

When the time came for the Army to 
support evacuations at the airport, 
Ryan volunteered for the mission. He 
knew that, by doing this, he would be 
putting himself in danger; but when he 
looked at the chaos unfolding there, all 
he saw were the thousands of women 
and children forced into the line of fire 
by the persistent, terrifying evil that 
was seizing control of Kabul. 

And so he went and faithfully exe-
cuted his duty. He was born to be a sol-
dier and died as the finest example of 
American heroism anyone could ask 
for. He was a loving husband, a loyal 
friend, and a light in the darkness. 
Ryan’s unit, Detachment 10, offered a 
statement following his death that I 
believe deserves a place in the RECORD. 
They said, ‘‘Ryan knew the dangerous 
situation he was going to, but pro-
tecting innocent civilians is one of the 
values that drove him. It has been said 
that life is not important except in the 
impact it has on other lives, and Ryan 
had an incredible impact on his family 
and friends. And thanks to his actions, 
thousands of children will have the joy 
of knowing a childhood free from dan-
ger and oppression.’’ 

Ryan, we are in awe of you. Thank 
you for your service to this country 
and for your sacrifice on behalf of all 
those who seek refuge within the com-
mon cause of freedom. 

(At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

f 

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CUS-
TER COUNTY SENIOR CITIZEN 
CENTER 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Madam President, 
today I rise to recognize the 50th anni-
versary of the Custer County Senior 
Citizen Center in Custer, SD. The Cus-
ter County Senior Citizen Center has 
continually been a place of resource, 
entertainment, recreation, and com-
munity for the venerable elder citi-
zenry of the Custer Community and 
southern Black Hills since 1971; the 50 
years of success the Custer Senior Cen-
ter has enjoyed is fully supported by 
the hundreds of volunteers who have 
donated thousands of hours every year 
for five decades to help the senior cen-
ter thrive and grow into the valuable 
community resource it has become. 

The Custer County Senior Center 
provides unlimited opportunities for 
growth, prosperity, increased lon-
gevity, and improved quality of life to 
our valuable senior citizens by pro-
viding educational, cultural, financial, 
medical, intellectual, and fitness pro-
grams throughout the year. 

The Custer County Senior Center will 
continue into the next 50 years pro-
viding unparalleled service to the gold-
en age population of Custer County, 
the Black Hills, and the State of South 
Dakota as it has done since its incep-

tion, with the support of the commu-
nity, the members, the volunteers, and 
the dedicated staff at the center.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PAUL M. MATULIC 
Mr. BURR. Madam President, today I 

wish to pay tribute to Paul Matulic, a 
dedicated member of the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence staff for 
over 16 years. Paul’s total service to 
the U.S. Senate spans 27 years, the first 
11 of which were spent as foreign policy 
adviser to Senator Orrin Hatch. Since 
joining the staff in 2005, Paul has been 
resolute and unwavering in his com-
mitment to the committee’s oversight 
mandate. He has managed an array of 
critical responsibilities ranging from 
oversight of intelligence community 
covert action programs and regional 
monitoring of America’s national secu-
rity hotspots and warzones, to making 
key contributions in support of the 
committee’s most sensitive and high- 
profile investigative work. Paul never 
got anything but difficult assignments 
because I trusted him and I knew he 
would do an excellent job. 

Through it all, Paul maintained an 
erudite and exemplary professionalism 
that bettered both his colleagues in the 
performance of their oversight work 
and the intelligence professionals who 
he oversaw. Paul was exacting as an 
overseer, but he always balanced his 
demanding expectations with a heart-
felt, genuine admiration for the ex-
traordinary men and women of the in-
telligence community he helped over-
see. Paul enjoyed relationships of trust 
and respect with his colleagues and 
members of the committee alike be-
cause he was thorough, he was pre-
pared, and above all, Paul always gave 
you the truth, whether you wanted to 
hear it or not. 

Before coming to work for the Senate 
in 1994, Paul served as the vice presi-
dent of Hill & Knowlton, a global pub-
lic relations consultancy in New York 
City. Prior to that, Paul spent several 
years as an editorial and research as-
sistant in the office of former Presi-
dent Nixon. Paul earned a master’s de-
gree in international affairs and polit-
ical economy from Columbia Univer-
sity, and a bachelor of science in inter-
national affairs from St. John Fisher 
College in Rochester, NY. Prior to col-
lege, Paul experienced life at its 
grandest and grittiest, working from 
one side of the North American con-
tinent to the other, all the way into 
the Yukon Territory, spending time as 
a gravedigger, a magician, a ranch 
hand, a construction worker, a janitor, 
and a bartender. 

Paul’s work for the committee, by its 
very nature, defies elaboration in this 
public forum. It is enough to say that 
Paul approached every day in the office 
with one ideal in mind: Democracy is 
underwritten by a vigorous system of 
checks and balances and that account-
ability is all the more necessary when 
it is applied to intelligence activities 
that might otherwise escape public 
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